[Ultrastructural changes in transplantation glomerulopathy].
Twenty-eight biopsy specimens were obtained from patients 3-95 months after kidney transplantation and studied by light, electron and in some cases also by immunofluorescence microscopy. Electron microscopic studies showed that the most frequent glomerular lesion was widening of lamina rata interna which is accompanied with subendothelial accumulation of finely granular material, formation of new subendothelial basement membrane and deposition of microfibrils and fine filaments. The mesangial changes were mainly those of mesangiolysis and mesangial sclerosis with deposition of mesangial matrix and microfibrils, but little cellular proliferation. Fragmented red blood cells were seen in nearly half of the patients. Arterial intimal thickening and occasionally also thrombosis produced ischaemic changes in the kidney and in the glomeruli and contributed to the process of transplant rejection.